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and colieagues who have retired 
without actually quitting. Can we 
learn from history? When NASA was 
preparing to send its first astronaut 
into space, it was confronted with the 
problem of writing under extreme 
conditions such as zero gravity. The 
Soviet Union was challenged with 
the same problem. Both govern- 
ments solved the problem, but 
through different means. The U.S. 
spent over a million dollars to design 
a pen that could write in space; the 
Soviets used pencils. The lesson to 
be learned is that more money and 
more complicated mechanisms don’t 
necessarily precipitate better results. 
Let’s all get on the same page and 
get back to educating America’s 
youths without all the turf wars, 
politicai bantering, and self-preser- 
vation that are clogging up the sys- 
tem. Instead of feeding the system 
with more of the same, maybe it 

is time for an enema. 


—Ricky L. Swalm is the chair of the 
JOPERD Editorial Board and an asso- 
ciate professor in the Department 
of Physical Education at Temple 
University, Philadelphia, PA 19122. 
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